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The Professional Counselor: 
Research and Practice
The official academic journal 
of the National Board for 
Certified Counselors, Inc. and 
Affiliates (NBCC) dedicated to 
publishing research, practical 
techniques, innovations in 
counseling, and commentary 
on professional practice 
and helping as a facilitation 
process.

Mission:  
The mission of the journal is to promote 
scholarship and academic inquiry within 
the profession of counseling. 
 
Purpose:  
The primary purpose of The 
Professional Counselor (TPC) is to 
promote the practice of professional 
counseling worldwide. This is 
accomplished by publishing original 
peer-reviewed manuscripts, covering a 
wide range of empirical, theoretical and 
innovative counseling topics, as well as 
feedback received on previous issues of 
TPC. 

Vision:  
NBCC’s vision for the open source 
journal includes using advances in 
technology to aid publication of timely 
research and commentary in counseling, 
and decrease the time between 
submission and publication. The 
electronic submission and administration 
process is a more efficient use of time 
and resources.  

Web site:  http://tpcjournal.nbcc.org
 
E-mail:  journaleditor@nbcc.org
            tpcjournaladmin@nbcc.org
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Step-by-Step 
Manuscript Submission Process

1. 	Manuscript preparation for anonymous 	
	 review using APA style (6th edition); 
2. 	Cover form preparation;
3. 	Cover form, manuscript and 375- to 		
	 400-word digest submitted via e-mail as 	
	 attachments;
4. 	E-mail confirmation of receipt;
5. 	Electronic review of manuscript;
6. 	Manuscript determination;
7. 	Revised manuscript resubmitted for 		
	 publication (when appropriate);
8. 	Limited release of copyright to NBCC by 	
	 all accepted authors;
9. 	Publication in TPC within 120 days of 		
	 submission.

Indexing

TPC will apply for inclusion in indexes such as:

•	 Academic Search Complete 
•	 Applied Social Sciences Index and 		
	 Abstracts 
•	 British Library Medical Information 		
	 Service 
•	 Current Abstracts 
•	 Current Contents/Social & Behavioral 		
	 Sciences 
•	 Current Index to Journal in Education 
•	 Education Research Index 
•	 Higher Education Abstracts  
•	 PsycINFO 
•	 Scopus 
•	 Social Sciences Citation Index 
•	 Social SciSearch 
•	 SocINDEX 
•	 Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory 
•	 Vocational and Career Collection 

Continuing Education

Periodically, TPC will offer readers the 
opportunity to earn continuing education 
(CE) credit online. Articles designated for CE 
credit will include the cost and instructions for 
accessing the e-test. A 100-percent pass rate 
is required for all CE credit.   
 
You can find more information at our Web site:  
http://tpcjournal.nbcc.org.

If you have questions, please e-mail: 
journaleditor@nbcc.org.

We look forward to receiving 
your manuscripts and hope 
you will enjoy this innovative 
format for publication of your 
research and practice in 
counseling and helping as a 
facilitation process.  

		  J. Scott Hinkle, Editor 
 

TPC’s annual index will be archived and 
located at http://tpcjournal.nbcc.org.

Submitting Manuscripts

NBCC invites manuscripts regarding:

•	 Mental health counseling
•	 School counseling 
•	 Career counseling 
•	 Couples, marriage and family counseling
•	 Counseling in student affairs
•	 Theory development 
•	 Program applications 
•	 Supervision
•	 Ethics and laws 
•	 Policy and legislation 
•	 Gerontological issues 
•	 Addictions
•	 Spirituality in counseling 
•	 Counseling diverse populations
•	 Literature reviews 
•	 Case studies

International authors’ manuscripts regarding 
the global aspects of counseling and helping 
as a facilitation process are encouraged. 

All submitted manuscripts must include 
implications for practice in keeping with TPC’s 
mission to promote professional practice.

Special issues of TPC, centered on specific or 
innovative topics in counseling, supervision, 
research or helping as a facilitation process, 
may periodically be published.

Please review the TPC writers’ guidelines 
(http://tpcjournal.nbcc.org) prior to submitting 
your manuscript.

Electronic Submissions

Please send all submissions, in an editable 
electronic format, to journaladmin@nbcc.org
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